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December 30, 2019 

 

Dear Selection Committee, 

 

I am writing on behalf of Patti Smith and the Living Her Legacy Project, a community art project that I fully 

support.  I have been aware of and watched this project grow into an exciting and vibrant piece of community 

history and culture that I am excited to help disseminate. The project will become part of our Women’s and 

Gender Studies curriculum here at Colorado State University once it is completed where it will have a broad 

impact.  

I believe that learning about inspiring women leaders in our community will supplement how young women 

view themselves in Colorado.  Part of the Women’s and Gender Studies curriculum encourages students to 

examine local histories and cultures around gender and sexuality. In fact, in my WS 269: Women of Color in 

the United States class one assignment asks student to choose historical figures to write about regarding gender 

equity and women’s accomplishments. The Legacy Project fits so nicely in this course and I am excited to 

expose subsequent generations of young Colorado women to the amazing women in this community who work 

to improve life for all residents of Fort Collins. As a state where young women and girls fall behind 

economically as a result of low completion rates for high school and higher education, a project such as Living 

Her Legacy has the potential to make an important impact on how you women view themselves and the 

possibilities for their lives.   

I have offered to include these legacy honoree’s life journey as a testament to the many pathways that honorees 

have ensured that women and girls have as many opportunities as possible.   Another course that would greatly 

benefit from the project’s broad reach is the WS 200:  Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies where 

students also learn about the history of the Women’s Movement and where this project will bring that important 

history right  back to our very community. While I am interested in the 22 women who work at Colorado State 

University, I am really excited to introduce my students to the rest of the group and to share their amazing 

journey’s with young women who often comment on how little they know about Colorado and Fort Collins 

history.  Portrait panels will be utilized in classrooms as a way to share the important information about the 

respective journeys of the many honorees. A second and equally important impact the project will have is to 

inspire new, innovative ways to disseminate information that will excite our students to see what arts-based 

advocacy work might look like.  



Finally, I would also use this project and its panels in my summer institute for underserved high school students 

called Social Justice Thru the Arts. This program is a partnership with the Alliance program which brings 

underserved students from all over Colorado for a week of learning social justice advocacy in an arts-based 

institute. The Legacy project is just the kind of project that would work so well with this summer institute where 

students from all over Colorado are exposed to local history and art.   

I am so very excited to share this project with CSU faculty and students and look forward to seeing it come to 

fruition. I am committed to having this public art piece in the Women’s and Gender curriculum as well as in 

the Social Justice Thru the Arts curriculum and look forward to seeing its completion.  Please reach me at 

(607)435-1045 with any other questions.  

Respectfully, 
Dr. Caridad Souza 
Director, 
Center for Women’s Studies &  
 Gender Research 
 


